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regard the message as a train to get Macduff into the king's power, which 
he did not do. As a matter of fact the situation demands that Malcolm 
become satisfied that Ross is not a messenger of Macbeth, and the 
movement of the play demands that the audience be spared another such 
long and tedious conversation as was necessary in the testing of Macduff. 
Rightly understood, Shakspere meets the situation and handles it like 
a master — in the five lines quoted above. Malcolm speaks of Ross as 
"My countryman; but yet I know him not." It was no trouble for 
Macduff, fresh from his own severe test, to know what the prince meant. 
To say that Ross was at too great a distance to be recognized is beside 
the point; enough that he was a Scotchman whom Malcolm had not 
tested. Macduff's reply was to extend to the new arrival a welcome so 
warm as to remove from Malcolm's mind any suspicions as to his allegi- 
ance. Macduff, the Scotchman who had recently met the exiled prince 
and had been tested by him, vouched for his " ever-gentle cousin." Then 
Malcolm's last speech fits the occasion like a glove and is fraught with 
meaning. 

I know him now, Good God betimes remove 

The means that makes us strangers. 

May God remove the desperate state of affairs in our country, so that 
Scotchmen may not continue to suspect each other's allegiance, to be 
strangers to each other's hearts. 

D. D. Peele 
Columbia College, S.C. 
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1 See the English Journal for October and December, 1915, and April, 1916. 
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